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Pond management: It 
should be on your mind

T h i s  p a s t  F e b r u a r y 
brought one of our first 
great ice-skating and ice-
fishing opportunities on 
area ponds in a long time. 
Shallow ponds and those 
with low inflow may have 
seen some fish kills due 
to the thick ice in 2021. If 
you experienced a fish kill, 
know the key to prevent-
ing this is to have open 
water in your pond — but 
do remember open water 
is dangerous if the pond is 
used for skating or fishing 
purposes.

As always, you should 
have some safety equip-
ment up at your pond year 
round, especially if used in 
winter for ice fishing and 
skating — safety equip-
ment is not just for swim-
ming season. Drownings 
happen in seconds and too 
often. In many cases the 
would-be rescuers become 
drowning victims them-
selves. It is best to throw 
something to the person in 
the water from the shore; 
anything that floats will 

help. Pond safety is too 
often overlooked but is 
a  vi ta l ,  cr i t ical  par t  of 
being a pond owner. Pond 
safety kits are available at 
the Holmes County Ohio 
State University Extension 
office. Call 330-674-3015 
for details.

Now that spring is here, 
i t ’s  t ime to control  the 
weed issues you may have 
experienced last year. Veg-
etation is not a bad thing 
in ponds — aquatic plants 
add necessary food and 
oxygen to the aquatic life 
that resides in your pond. 
Some of the good weeds 
are under the water’s sur-

face and are not a visual 
issue. It’s the vegetation on 
top of the pond’s water that 
can cause so much anguish.

The first issue to typi-
cally appear (and the one 
that frustrates pond owners 
the most) is not a weed at 
all; it is Filamentous algae, 
a fibrous mat that looks 
ugly when floating on the 
pond’s surface and seems 
to appear overnight. This 
algae starts its growth cycle 
on the pond’s bottom, and 
as it grows, it builds oxy-
gen under its fibrous mat. 
Once buoyant it floats up to 
the surface.

At first, a couple mats 
will appear, and within a 
few days, the entire pond 
surface can be covered. 
It looks bad, and if you 
use your pond for swim-

ming, it is gross to walk/
wade through. Fishing can 
become annoying when the 
algae snags on the fishing 
line and hook each time 
you reel in the line. A little 
bit of this menace can lead 
to some major headaches, 
and if left unchecked, it can 
explode into a real issue 
that is bad for the pond.

Of  cou r se ,  t he  nex t 
quest ion is ,  “How do I 
kill it?” The time to treat 
for Filamentous algae is 
when it is growing on the 
bottom of the pond. Once 
it floats to the surface, it 
is too late to treat, as it is 
already dying. Filamen-

tous algae is controllable 
with some effort. Manage-
ment needs to be a multi-
front approach including 
mechanical, chemical, bio-
logical and structural con-
trol strategies to reduce and 
rid the pond of this unwel-
come guest.

Mechanical strategies
Once the algae floats 

to the surface,  the best 
strategy is to mechanically 
remove it with a rake by 
pulling it out of the water 
and away from the pond. 
You also can drag a rake 
on the pond bottom, close 
to shore, to break up the 
mats, making them come 
to the surface quicker to 
remove from the pond. The 
best time to do mechanical 
removal is on a windy day 
as mother nature will help 
you by blowing the floating 
algae to one area, making 
for easier removal. Do not 
leave the removed mats on 
the pond bank. As it dies, 
the nutrients flow back into 
the pond, aiding to the next 
cycle of growth.

Chemical strategies
Many  coppe r-based 

chemicals work very well 
o n  f i l a m e n t o u s  a l g a e . 
C h e m i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n 
works best  after physi-
cal removal of mats, both 
floating and on the pond 
bottom. Following this 
order will require lower 
volumes of costly chem-
i c a l s  a n d  l e s s e n s  t h e 
potential of killing fish. 
When treating a pond with 
any chemical, only treat 
a quarter of the pond at 
once. If you treat and kill 
all the plants at the same 
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Now that spring is here, it’s time to control the 
weed issues you may have experienced last year. 
Vegetation is not a bad thing in ponds — aquatic 
plants add necessary food and oxygen to the aquat-
ic life that resides in your pond. 
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$125-200 Off 
Grillo Tractors

SPRING SPECIAL 
ON GRILLO

APRIL 12 TO MAY 1, 2021

WALK BEHIND TRACTOR 
& ATTACHMENTS
TILLER • ROTARY PLOW

ROTARY MOWER 
POTATO DIGGER

SICKLE BAR MOWER  
CULTIVATOR • LOG SPLITTER

RENTALS AVAILABLE

5% OFF 
IMPLEMENTS

Pillows • Bed Sets • Books • Adult & Children’s Clothes • Shoes • Tables • Beds • Toys • School Items

Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 8:00-5:00; Wed. 8:00-7:00; Sat. & Sun. Closed
330-600-0416 • 4151 CR 59, Baltic, OH 43804

1 Mile West of New Bedford
BF-00508553

WE WILL BE CLOSED ON SATURDAYS 
from January thru September

S U R P L U S  M E R C H A N D I S E

Stainless 
Steel Straws Adult 

Wireless 
BathliftFor Rent: 

Carpet 
Shampooer 
$10 Weekly Paper 

Shredders
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time, you can create a very 
low dissolved oxygen zone 
in the water. It takes large 
volumes of dissolved oxy-
gen to break down the now-
dying or dead organic mat-
ter, and robbing the water 
of its dissolved oxygen 
starves the fish of oxygen 
and can lead to their death.

Biological and
structural strategies
This is the hardest one 

to work on as it often means 
changing what is happen-
ing on the land around the 
pond. Adding more white 
amur fish (biological) is 
not the answer. They eat 
bottom-rooted pond plants, 
not algae. If runoff from 
the landscape runs into the 
pond, this can be a source 
of nutrient loading. If you 
do not stop the source of 
nutrients getting into the 
pond, then it will be hard 
to get ahead of the algae. 
Reduc ing  the  pa thway 
(structural) of nutrients 
getting into the pond will 

help greatly.
One thing that helps is 

the use of an aerator to add 
oxygen to the water col-
umn, especially in ponds 
that are trying to break 
down organic material that 
robs oxygen from fish. 
Two types exist. The best 
method is a bottom bub-
bler  (cal led a  diffuser) 
that forces air from the 
pond bottom up to the sur-
face with a series of fine 
bubbles.  The other is  a 
fountain. Although they 
look nice, they do not do 
as good of a job getting 
the oxygen back into the 
water column. Wind and 
fresh water flowing into 
the pond also will add a 
little oxygen, but if the 
incoming water is laden 
with nutrients, then it is 
just adding to the weed 
and algae growth.

Lastly, keep the Canada 
geese off your pond. They 
are neat to look at, but they 
are dirty, annoying and just 
a couple can really throw 
off the water quality (espe-
cial ly  in  smal l  ponds) . 

T h e i r  m a n u r e ,  w h i c h 
they deposit at the pond’s 
edge (where you walk), is 
very high in phosphorus. 
Soluble phosphorus is the 
nutrient that best grows 
algae. A mature goose at 
14 pounds of weight def-
ecates more than 28 times 
a day, depositing 2 pounds 
of  h igh-nut r ient  goose 
stuff. Plus, if you let two 
geese take up residence, 
the next year you will have 
more as many of the off-
spring will stay.

So again,  now is the 
time to start developing 
your plan of attack or treat-
ment plan for your pond. 
Be realistic in that if you 
want no weeds, you’ll need 
to build a cement pool, 
which you will  have to 
treat to keep the algae out 
of too.

To reach the Holmes 
County Extension office, 
call 330-674-3015 or stop 
in at the new office space 
at 111 E. Jackson St. in 
Millersburg (the old BP gas 
station east of the court-
house).

POND
from Page 50

51

“Would recommend
to anyone!”

A proven process 
that makes it easy

“Working with Mullet Cabinet was 
seamless from start to finish. We had 
a mental picture of what we wanted 
the house to look like, and Mullet 
Cabinet had the right products to 
choose from. Our designer helped 
us choose cabinets and a special 
wooden accent range hood that 
perfectly contrasted our white 
cabinets. We would recommend 
Mullet Cabinet to anyone!”

– Melissa & Dave S.

FULL KITCHEN  –  SHAKER STYLE CABINETS IN ALABASTER PAINT

Beautiful Kitchen Cabinets 
starting at $15,000

Read more stories at MyMulletStory.com and schedule an 
appointment to visit our design center. Or call 800-330-9723. 

Affordable 
custom cabinetry 

Design Center 
& Project Designers

BF
-0

05
08

34
0

Mon – Thurs 7am to 5pm 
Fri 7am – 4:30pm 

Sat 7:30 – 11:30am

5977 State Route 515, Millersburg, OH 44654
330-893-7033  •  Fax 330-893-1070  •  trailbatterysolar.com

SALE! 5% O�  
through the end of April

NOCO Onboard Chargers 
Gen Mini 1, 2 and 3

Full River Deep Cycle Batteries 
DC85-12, DC105-12, DC115-12
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