2026 Holmes County Jr. Fair
Equine Project Guidelines

Project Checklist

Check the 4-H calendar for the most up-to-date information regarding our program.

Enroll in 4-H through 4-HOnline (oh.4honline.com) by April 1. Individual clubs may set an earlier date.

Attend Quality Assurance Training - Check the 4-H calendar for up-to-date information. Per ODA rules,
exhibitors must complete QA 45 days prior to the exhibition.

Project Record Book: Purchase, complete, and bring to a Skillathon interview to be graded.
Possession Date: Obtain and care for your animal(s) by June 1. The animal must remain in your care
during the entire project period or throughout the fair. IF leasing, lease paperwork must be on file

by June 1 turned in the OSU Extension office and in FairEntry.

Junior Fair Book: Obtain and read a Holmes County Junior Fair Book for rules and regulations for our
county fair. Read and follow all rules pertaining to your project.

Horse Rule Book: Strongly encouraged to purchase a Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse Show book. These
can be purchased online at https://extensionpubs.osu.edu/uniform-rules-for-4-h-horse-shows/

Project Completion: Attend and participate in Holmes County 4-H Skillathon Interviews on either July
16 or July 20, 2026.

Fair Entries due by 11:59 pm on June 1: Make ALL fair entries online at
https://holmesjrfair.fairentry.com for your animal(s).

Possession of animal: The project must be in the care and possession of the member by JUNE 1 of the
current year and remain with the member throughout the fair. Each exhibitor may bring one (1) horse
to the fair.

Awards: All exhibitors who receive a trophy, plaque, or other award sponsored by a donor are expected
to send a Thank You note to the sponsor(s). Thank you cards will be provided with your award. Please
turn in your unsealed thank you card to the Jr. Fair Office by the end of the fair. The name and address
of the sponsor can be found on the award. Contactthe Jr. Fair secretary’s office if you cannot find it.

Outstanding Award: The Holmes County Jr. Fair Outstanding Exhibitor Awards program was developed
to recognize youth who go above and beyond in their species both in and out of the show ring. Exhibitors
who wish to participate must complete the skillathon/project record book judging (no make-up judging),
and showmanship. Awards will be presented Saturday at the 4- H Awards Ceremony in the Large Arena
during the Holmes County Fair.
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Important Notes/Rules for Equine Projects

Protective Headgear: All exhibitors are required to obtain and wear a properly fitted helmet,
which meets or exceeds current ASTM/SEI standards with the chin harness securely fastened at all
times while riding an equine.

Condition: Any equine with a body score of 4 or less and is showing any obvious signs of
lameness/injury, can be dismissed off the premises at any time. Thus, disqualifying the exhibitor
from participating in the current fair.

Ownership: Equine used as project animals must be owned by the member, the member’s family
(parent, grandparents, sibling-full or step, or legal guardian(s) and their children) or leased. A
horse can only be leased to only one 4-H member as a project.

Who can ride: The equine used as a project animal can be ridden by the 4-H exhibitor. Lessons,
instruction, and advice for the member are encouraged. As long as the member is presentin a
learning situation, such assistance can include occasional riding or handling of the horse by
another person but cannot include regular training and care of the horse within 30 days of
competition in any county state fair qualifying show or the State Fair Junior Horse Show.
Showing a 4-H member project animal in a class at a show is not considered training. However, if
a project animal is shown by someone other than the 4-H member in an open or breed show
within the 30 days prior to the 4-H competition, the 4-H member must be present and show the
project horse in the same show. Family members can ride a 4-H member project horse without
the 4-H member being present within the 0-day limit as long as it is not a daily occurrence and is
merely for pleasure and does not include training of the horse for the show ring.

Drug administration: Including any herbal preparations that affect the central nervous
system(stimulant or depressant) of a horse shown in any 4-H class is strictly prohibited. The
administration of a drug for therapeutic measures, including the use of non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs, is permitted unless the drug affects the central nervous system (stimulant or
depressant). If used, a veterinarian’s certificate prescribing the drug must be filed with show
management prior to showing. The use of any equipment that affects the cardiovascular,
respiratory, or central nervous system (stimulant or depressant) of a horse while shown in any 4-
H class is strictly prohibited. Use of any substance or method that affects the normal movement
of the tail is strictly prohibited. Tongue ties are also prohibited. Any exhibitor guilty of showing
an animal under the influence of any prohibited drug, using any forbidden substance, or failing
to file a veterinarian’s certificate prior to showing is disqualified and forfeits all placings and
awards for the show. Additional penalties may also be given by show management, based on the
situation.

Approved and Prohibited Tack (Western & English): Please visit
https://go.osu.edu/equinetackrules for more information, and or scan the QR code. We still
highly encourage the purchase of the Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse Shows.

The Ohio State University, (2024) Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse Shows
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